
WILL MY PHOTO MAKE A GOOD BATIK? 

KEEP IT SIMPLE! 

LIMIT NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

DEFINITE SHAPES 
NOT A LOT OF SOFT BLENDED EDGES. 

This is a beautiful scene, but too busy. 

This is much better.   Narrow it down to one or two objects. 

Keep it simple! You’ll be glad you did. 

This is too busy—too many petals. Too 

many small shapes for a beginner! 

Yep...too 

busy. You 

love the 

scene?  

Take only 

one piece 

of it and 

paint that! 

Like this 

Sharp edged– shapes and 

shadows. “Waxing” defines 

things with a sharp edge, so 

this   will work  well with 

batik technique. 

This one is better. Tell 

me why….one object.  

Simple subject with 

sharp, easily defined 

edges and shadows. 

The best tip I can give you:  USE A PHOTO THAT IS “PAINTABLE” , SO THAT  

YOU DON’T NEED TO MAKE A LOT OF CORRECTIONS! 



A few other examples: 

LEFT is very busy—too much to take on 

as a beginner. 

If you love the scene, narrow it down! 

 

 

RIGHT, just one piece of wrought iron 

and few flowers would definitely be easi-

er. But please take out that vertical white 

post in the middle! 

Beautiful scene!  But just too busy to be success-

ful without a lot experience under your belt. You 

will be able to do this eventually, but don’t bite 

off more than you can chew right now. 

Choose this simple subject instead. 




